Love and Tolerance of Others is our Code

E-mail forwarded to Wally P. on 1/27/07

In back2basicsbeginners@yahoogroups.com,
"dan" dcwalker35@... wrote:

Dawn,
Yes I experienced the same resistance when we started B2B a few years ago here. At first I wanted to argue and, using the Big Book for support, change their minds. But it was really a waste of time. What I did was talk one-on-one with people I had seen in and out of AA for years but never seeming to "get it". Some of these people were desperate and willing to do anything- even take all 12 steps in 3 weeks! So our step classes started small with just one or two people but they had spiritual awakenings and have remained sober and happy.
Then these two people went back to their old groups and worked with others who couldn't seem to get it. Then we had 6 or 7 at the step classes. Before we knew it we were taking twenty people at a time through the steps and we had about a 75-80% recovery rate. Soon, even some of those that opposed us began coming to check it out, sometimes to point out what we were doing wrong, but the format we used was so rock solid even some of the skeptics took the classes and had great experiences.

The thing is that the more I tried to convince people, the more resistance I got and the harder time I had reaching the people who were really desperate and needed this deal. When I just trusted God, and took the action by speaking the truth and leaving it alone, it seemed newcomers started flocking to our step classes.

I found the best thing to do is not to argue but just be the best example of the Big Book that I can be.  If they don't want you to put up that flyer then don't.  Nothing makes a better advertisement then you, living your life according to His will, and speaking one on one with newcomers that need your help.  That says more than any flyer can say.  And NO ONE can stop you from doing that!  I personally didn't like the flyer idea for our group because it was just another flyer on the AA bulletin board.  I like the word of mouth approach best.

The stories and rumors that were going around about me and my little group of recovered drunks in the beginning was unbelievable.  One was that every time one of my sponsees completed a step I gave them a beer!  Another was that I made all my sponsees go to church or I wouldn't sponsor them!  Heck, I didn't even go to church myself!

Being on the other side of that experience, I'm glad I went through it and I learned so much.  I think in the long run I gained more respect from people and really grew much closer to God.

Now I want to get a one day workshop started, like Tommy does it. I think we've got a place to have it, now I just need to get the format hammered out. Will there be some resistance? Probably, but it doesn't matter to me because I know it is what God has put on my heart to do and only good can come from it.

I hope this helps Dawn. I know how it feels to be so exited about something and face resistance.  But keep your head and don't struggle.  Trust that God has His hand on you and it will happen in His time.

You’re in my prayers

Dan W

In back2basicsbeginners@yahoogroups.com,
"Dawn Berryhill"  <ladyserenity_seeker@> wrote:

 I am going to be starting up a B2B meeting on our area, and am running into a considerable amount of resistance among some in the fellowship.  One group won't even allow me to post a flyer on a bulletin board where the group meets, although they do allow sobercruises.com to post a flyer!
Has anyone who has started a B2B meeting, run into this kind of 'viewing with alarm', and if so, what was the out-come?
Appreciate your input.
Dawn
